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OPINION

Background

On December 15, 1998, the Department filed a petition seeking temporary custody
of Mother’ sthreeminor children, claiming they were dependent and neg ected after M other had been
arrested and the whereabouts of the children’ sfather being unknown at that time. A.M.D. wasborn
on 02/26/93, and twins A.L.D. and A.N.D. were bornon 12/19/95. The Juvenile Court granted the
petition and temporarilytransferred custody to the Department. Both parents, whowereinjail, were
appointed separate counsel due to their indigent status.

A Plan was developed so that the custody of the three minor children could be
returned to Mother.* The Plan required Mother to achievecertain positive changes and provided a
date on which most of theitemswereto be completed. In relevant part, the Plan required Mother to:

1 Make sure the children were adequately supervised when |t
in the care of others and were never left alone (5/15/99
completion date);

2. Maintain and locate safe and stable housing with sufficent
room for all three children (5/15/99 completion date);

3. Not participatein any criminal or illegal activity and abide by
any terms of probation/parole (12/27/98 completion date);

4. Refrain from associ ating with people participating in any
criminal or illegal activity (12/27/98 completion date);

5. Participate in family and individual therapy once rdeased
fromjail;

6. Participate and complete counseling for drug addiction and
attend Narcotics/Alcoholics Anonymous;

7. Obtain a GED (7/15/99 completion date);

8. Attend and complee parenting classes,
0. L ocate and maintain stable employment once released from
jal; and

! The action concerning the father’ sparental rights was eventually severed from this action and is not at issue
in this appeal. Accordingly, we address the Plan only as it pertains to Mother.
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10. Receive money management training (7/15/99 completion date).

On January 27, 1999, Mother signed the Plan after its contentswere explained to her.
In September of 1999, the Juvenile Court reviewed Mother’ s progress towardscompl eting the Plan.
While noting that some progress had been made, the Juvenile Court stated that Mother was not in
compliancewith the Plan and ordered the childrento remainin foster care. OnNovember 10, 1999,
the Department filed a petition seeking to terminate Mother’ s parental rights, claiming that Mother
had abandoned the children by willfully making no contribution towards their support for four
consecutive months preceding thefiling of the petition. The Department further alleged that M other
failed to comply in any substantial manner with the requirements setforth in the Plan, had not made
reasonabl eeffortsto provide asuitable homefor her children, andthat it was unlikely Mother would
be able to do so. The Department also claimed that the children had been removed by court order
for six months and the conditionswhich led to their removal still persisted with littlelikelihood that
these conditions would be remedied at an early date.

The hearing on the petition to terminate Mother’s parental rights was initially
scheduled for June 14, 2000. Mother requested a continuance on the basis that “she has been
incarcerated for a substantial portion of the timefollowing the receipt of the Petition to Terminate
her parental rights, and that she wasincarcerated at the time of the Court’s determination of the
dependency and neglect of her children.” Mother essentially clamed that she did not have enough
time when shewas not injail to comply with the Plan. On May 17, 2000, the JuvenileCourt orally
granted the continuance, and at the same time allowed Mother supervised visitation with her
children. Since Mother had become employed, the Juvenile Court also ordered her to pay child
support in the amount of $345.00 per month to Becky Smith, the foster parent with whom the
children were residing.

At the hearing on the Department’ spetition to terminate M other’ sparental rights, the
caseworker assigned to the case by the Department, Ms. Leilani Mooneyham (“Mooneyham”), was
called to testify. Addressing Mother’s progress towards the various items set forth in the Plan,
M ooneyham stated that to her knowledge, Mother never found anyone to supervise her childrenin
her absence in the event she were to re-obtain custody. Mother had lived in eight or nine different
places since the Plan was devel oped.?

The most recent contact Mooneyham had with Mother was during a supervised
visitation on June 8, 2000. Mooneyham testified that M other had not obtained any of the counseling
that wasrequired by the Plan, had not attended any Narcotics/Alcoholics Anonymous meetings, and
had not obtained aGED. Apparently, Mother had started to attend AA meetings and GED classes
shortly before to the hearing, but Mooneyham had not been informed of this. Mooneyham was

2 Mooneyham indicated that she had minimal contact with Mother after the Plan was devel oped because M other
failed to contact her and moved around without informing Mooneyham of her new location. Because of this,
Mooneyham was not aware of Mother’ slast minute attemptsto comply with some of the requirements of the Plan. When
asked where was the easiest place to find Mother, Mooneyham replied “ Greene County Jail.”
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aware that Mother failed a drug test on May 17, 2000. Mooneyham had no knowledge of Mother
attending parenting or money management classes and had not been provided with any proof
showing that Mother had secured stable employment. Mooneyham was not aware of any child
support payments made by Mother. Mooneyham recalled a couple of times when Mother did not
show up for scheduled visitations and no one knew where shewas, although it was|ater learned that
at least one of the missed visitationswas because Mother wasin jail. Mooneyham described M other
asuncooperative and indicated that Mother would get upset when shewas required to do something
and would give excuses why she could not do what was asked.

When the children were first taken from Mother’ s custody, Mooneyham described
themastired. They werewearing dirty clothes, their hands and faceswere dirty, and only one of the
three children waswearing shoes, and those did not fit. ThechildrenwereeatingM & M’sand were
hungry. The children were placed in foster care with JJmmy and Becky Smith. Mooneyham
described the children as “clingy” to Ms. Smith. The children were playful and were engaging in
age appropriate activities at the Smith home. Mooneyham described the children as* happy” while
living with the Smiths.

Ms. Patty Hayes (“Hayes’) with the Greene County Health Department, Child and
Health Development also testified. Hayes became involved with Mother and her three children
shortly after thetwinswere born. When Hayesinitially becameinvolved, she described the children
as doing well the first year. Then, matters began to change. Mather’s housing situation was not
stable and there was no stable income. The development and learning skillsof the children began
to slow down to the point that Hayes recommended early learning programs for thetwins. Hayes
also testified that since the children began living withMs. Smith, they have * made somevery good
strides.” The children are “very open, they re very exuberant children. They seem very relaxed,
have wonderful, good color, justlook very, very healthy and well cared for.” Hayes described the
Smiths home as very nice, with each child having their separate room.

Penny Collins (“Coallins”), a Social Counselor with the Grainger County Health
Department testified that she was involved withthe children for an eight month period from March
until November of 1999. She became involved with the children at the request of Ms. Smith.
Collins testified that the children were withdrawn and had sad |ooks on ther faces when she first
began working with them. By November, they were laughing and smiling and had grown very
attached to Ms. Smith.

Ms. Smith testified that she first became involved with the children when their
Grandmother began calling around to seeif she could find someoneto take care of the children after
Mother wasarrested. When the children first cameto livewith her, they were verywithdrawn. One
of the children would take hisfood and hide under the tableto eat it. She described the children as
doing very well & thetime of the hearing. They attended church and sang Ms. Smith testified that
inthe event the parental rights of the children’ s parents were terminated, she and here husband were
hopeful that they could adopt them. Ms. Smith also testified that Mother requested to see the
children more often than se forth in the visitation schedule. On three or four occasions, however,

-4-



Ms. Smith had taken the children to the Department for a visit with Mother, and Mother did not
show up. This upset the children, and they cried. Ms. Smith testified that she never received any
financial assistance from Mother.

The oldest child, A.M.D., who was seven years old at the time of the hearing, was
allowed to testify because he wanted to tell the Judge about where he was living and where he
wantedtolive. A.M.D. testified that hisparents* right now” were Becky and Jimmy Smith, and they
helped him with his homework. When asked to describe living with Mother, he said it was “not
good” because she left them all thetime “all by ourselves.” A.M.D. and histwo younger siblings
would go look for Mother and find her at various different apartments. They had just “alittle bit”
of food - “not that much.” Sometimes he was hungry, and sometimes he was scared. Sometimes
hewould change hislittle brother’ sdiaper “ Because my momwouldn’t.” A.M.D. went on to testify
that at the Smiths house, they have“alot of food” and he described it as* good food”. He described
hisvisitswithMother as pretty good. When asked where hewould prefer tolive, A.M.D. statedwith
“Becky and Jimmy” becausethey were good to him. On cross-examination, A.M.D. testified that
he liked living with Mother, but did not like living in * different gpartments” because some people
there“wasn’t nice and stuff.” In addition to hisfather, A.M.D. said there have been two other men
who stayed at their house with Mother, and he did not like them because they were mean to him.

Mother testified that she remained in jail after being arrested until March 17, 1999.
She agreed to the terms of the Plan while in jail. Mother returned to jail from July 22, 1999 to
August 4, 1999, after being arrested for theft, public intoxication, evading arrest, and simple
possession of marijuana. She then served a couple of weekends in jail during September and
October of 1999 for probation violationswhich included failing adrug test, failing to pay probation
feesand court costs, and failing to appear in Court. Shewasagainin jail for violation of probation
from January 21, 2000, until March 17, 2000. She returned to jail on March 30, 2000, because of
yet another probation violation, and remained in jail until May 10, 2000. On May 17, 2000, she
tested positive for marijuana on a drug test.

Mother admitted that she had never paid any child support. She denied leaving the
children alone except for a couple of occasions where she left them for afew minutesto check the
mail. Mother stated tha within the 30 days prior to the hearing, she had taken stepsto comply with
the Plan. She was taking GED classes at Greeneville High School and had signed up to take
parenting classes. She was employed by a bottling company and had been working there for about
three weeks, after having worked at several different places (when not injail) through atemporary
agency. Mother stated that she had not taken any money management classes because shewas told
she needed insurance to cover the cost. She began attending AA meetings two weeks prior to the
hearing. Mother was staying with a friend named Johnny Owens at the time of the hearing, but
testified that later that week she would be moving into atrailer. Mother stated that after getting out
of jail thelast time (May 10, 2000), she had not missed any scheduled visits with her children. She
only recalled two times she missed visitations that had been scheduled at the Department, one of
thosebeing when shewasarrested for viol ating her probati on by failing adrugtest. Mother admitted
that the Juvenile Court had been giving her chances for ailmost two years to try to maintain her
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parentd rights. She claimed that she could provide a safe and stable home for her children if she
“got al of it together” and was asking for one more chance.

Based on the foregoing testimony of the various witnesses, the Juvenile Court found
that there was clear and convincing evidence to terminate Mother’s parental rights. The Juvenile
Court found that Mother abandoned the children by her willful failure to pay child support or make
reasonabl e payments towards the support of the childrenfor aperiod of four consecutive months as
set forthin T.C.A. 8 36-1-102 (1)(A)(l) and 8 36-1-113(g)(1). The Juvenile Court also found that
the children were removed from the home as aresult of a petition being filed and were found to be
dependent and neglected. They were placedinthe custody of the Department, and reasonable forts
were made by the Department to prevent removal and to help Mother establish a suitable home for
thechildren. Mother, however, demonstrated alack of concernfor the children to such adegreethat
it appeared unlikdy she would be able to provide ahomefor them. No child support paymentswere
made, even after Mother was ordered by the Juvenile Court todo so. The Juvenile Court also found
substantial non-compliance by Mother with the termsof the Plan because she never made any real
progress on any of itsrequirements. T.C.A. 8 36-1-113(g)(2). The Juvenile Court observed that:

She still doesn’'t have a stable home. She still doesn’t have the
counseling. Shestill doesn’t havethedrug addiction counseling. She
still doesn’t have the GED classes or her certificate. Shestill hasn’t
had the parenting classes. She ill hasn’t had the nutrition/meal
preparation education. She still hasn’t had the money management
classes. She's never been able to keep steady employment. She's
never paid any child support. She didn’t maintain contact when she
was supposed to at all times with the Department regarding her
whereabouts, and that’s partly because her whereabouts have been
constantly shifting, and she has failed obviously to keep from
engaginginillegal activity and negativeassociations, asevidenced by
the criminal history that appearsin therecord . . . . In the past year
[she] has been to court five times in the past year for six criminal
charges and two violations of probation. . . .

The Juvenile Court also ruled that grounds existed to terminate Mother’ s parental
rights pursuant to T.C.A. 8 36-1-113(g)(3) because the children had been removed from Mother’s
homeby court order for more than six months, the conditionsleading to their removal still persisted,
and there was areasonabl e probability that the children would be subject to further abuse or neglect
if they werereturned to Mother. The Juvenile Court also found therewaslittle likelihood that these
conditions, including Mother’ s substance abuse, would be remedied at an early date, and continuing
the parent/child rdationships would greatly diminish the ability of the children to integrate into a
safe, stable, and permanent home.

Consideringthevariousfactorssetforthin T.C.A. 8 36-1-113(i) pertai ning tothe best
interestsof the children, the Juvenile Court concluded that M other had not made such an adjustment
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of circumstances, conduct or conditions as to make it safe and in the children’s bed interests to
return home to Mother. She failed to effect a lasting adjustment after reasonable efforts by the
Department. Mother did, however, maintain regular visitation with the children and a meaningful
relationship had been established between Mother and her children. The Juvenile Court determined
that it would have a negative emotional and psychological impact on A.M.D. to change his
caretakers. The Juvenile Court concluded that M othe’ suseof alcohol or controlled substances may
render her consistently unable to care for the children in a safe and steady manner. Finally, the
Juvenile Court pointed out that Mother had not paid any child support. Afta considering these
factors, the Juvenile Court concluded that it would bein thebest interests of the childrento terminae
Mother’s parental rights.

On August 9, 2000, the Juvenile Court entered a final Order terminating Mother’s
parental rights, and M other appealsthat Order. Theissueson appeal are whether the Juvenile Court
erred in finding that there was clear and convincing evidence to terminate Mother’ s parental rights
and whether therewas clear and convincingevidencethat such termination wasin the children’ sbest
interests.

Discussion

A review of findings of fact by atrial court isde novo upon the record of the trial
court, accompanied by a presumption of correctness, unless the preponderance of the evidence is
otherwise. Tenn. R. App. P. 13(d); Brooksv. Brooks, 992 S.W.2d 403, 404 (Tenn. 1999). Review
of questionsof law isde novo, without apresumption of correctness. See Nelsonv. Wal-Mart Stores,
Inc., 8 SW.3d 625, 628 (Tenn. 1999).

Termination of parental or guardianship rights must be based upon: (1) afinding by
the court by clear and convincing evidence that the grounds for termination of parental or
guardianship rights have been established; and (2) that termination of the parent’s or guardian’s
rightsisin the best interests of the child. T.C.A. 8 36-1-113(c). Before a parent’s rights can be
terminated, there must be a showing that the parent is unfit or that substantial harm to the child will
resultif parental rightsare not terminated. In Re: Swanson, 2 S.W.3d 180, 188 (Tem. 1999); Inthe
Matter of MM\W.A., Jr., 980 SW.2d 620, 622 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1998).

This Court discussed the* clear and corvincing evidence” standard in O’ Danid v.
Messier, 905 SW.2d 182 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1995):

The* clear and convincing evidence” standard defies precise
definition. Majorsv. Smith, 776 SW.2d 538, 540 (Tenn. Ct. App.
1989). While it is more exacting than the preponderance of the
evidence standard, Santosky v. Kramer, 455 U.S. at 766, 102 S. Ct.
at 1401; Rentenbach Eng’' g Co. v. General Realty Ltd., 707 S\W.2d
524, 527 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1985), it does not require such certainty as
the beyond a reasonable doubt standard. Brandon v. Wright, 838
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S.W.2d 532, 536 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1992); Satev. Groves, 735S.W.2d
843, 846 (Tenn. Crim. App. 1987).

Clear and convincing evidence eliminates any Sserious or
substantial doubt concerning the correctness of the conclusionstobe
drawn from the evidence. See Hodges v. S C. Toof & Co., 833
S.W.2d 896, 901 n. 3 (Tenn. 1992). It should produce in the fact-
finder’s mind afirm belief or conviction with regard to the truth of
the alegations sought to be established. In re Estate of Armstrong,
859 S.W.2d 323, 328 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1993); Brandon v. Wright, 838
S.W.2d at 536; Wiltcher v. Bradley, 708 SW.2d 407, 411 (Tenn. Ct.
App. 1985).

O'Daniel v. Messier, 905 S.W.2d 182, 188 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1995).

Initiation of termination of parental or guardianship rights may be based upon any of
the following three grounds:

Q) Abandonment by the parent or guardian, as defined in
[applicable case law], has occurred;?

2 There has been substantial noncompliance by the parent or
guardian with the statement of responsibilities in a
permanency plan or a plan of care pursuant to the provisions
of title 37, chapter 2, part 4,

(3)(A) The child has been removed from the home of the parent or
guardian by order of a court for a period of six (6) months
and:

(1) The conditions which led to the child's removal or
other conditions which in all reasonable probability
would cause the child tobe subjected to further abuse
or neglect and which, therefore, prevent the child's
safe return to the care of the parent(s) or guardian(s),
still persist;

(i)  Thereislittlelikelihood that these conditionswill be
remedied at an early date so that the child can be

3 Asdiscussed in moredetail infra, the statutory definition of “aband onment” r eferenced inthis statute has been
declared unconstitutional. Hence, we have substituted “applicable case law” to reference the case |law which is to be
applied until the statute is amended by the legislature.
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safely returned to the parent(s) or guardian(s) in the
near future; and

(iii)  The continuation of the parent or guardian and child
relationship greatly diminishesthe child’s chances of
early integration into a safe, stable and permanent
home.

T.C.A.836-1-113(g). That statute al so describesthe standard for determining whether termination
Isin the best interest of the child in such cases:

(1) In determining whether termination of parental or
guardianshiprightsisinthe best interest of the child pursuant
to this part, the court shall consider, but isnot limited to, the
following:

(1) Whether the parent or guardian has made such an
adjustment of circumstance, conduct, or conditionsas
to make it safe and in the child’ s best interest tobein
the home of the parent or guardian;

(2 Whether the parent or guardian has failed to effect a
lasting adjustment after reasonableeffortsby avalable
social services agenciesfor such duration of timethat
lasting adjustment does not reasonably appear
possible;

3 Whether the parent or guardian hasmaintained regular
visitation or other contact with the child,;

4 Whether ameaningful relationship has otherwise been
established between the parent or guardian and the
child;

(5) The effect a change of caretakers and physical
environmentislikely tohaveonthechild’ semotional,
psychological and medical condition;

(6) Whether the parent or guardian, or other person
residing with the parent or guardian, has shown
brutality, physical, sexual, emotional or psychological
abuse, or neglect toward the child, or another child or
adult in the family or household;
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(7 Whether the physicd environment of the parent’s or
guardian’ shome is healthy and safe, whether thereis
criminal activity inthehome, or whether thereis such
use of alcohol or controlled substances as may render
the parent or guardian consistently unable to care for
the child in a safe and stable manner;

(8 Whether the parent’s or guardian’s mental and/or
emotional status would be detrimental to the child or
prevent the parent or guardian from effectively
providing safe and stable care and supervision for the
child; or

9 Whether the parent or guardian has paid child support
consistent with the child support guidelines
promulgated by the department pursuant to § 36-5-
101.

T.C.A. § 36-1-113(i).

We agree with the Juvenile Court’s decision to terminate Mother’ s parental rights
because of substantial noncompliance by Mother with the requirements of thePlan. T.C.A. § 36-1-
113(g)(2). The Plan set forth corrective action that needed to be taken in order far Mother to
adequately take care of her children and regain custody. ThisPlanwasexplained to Mother, and she
agreedto itsterms. According to thePlan, Mother wasrequired to: staydrug and crimefree, obtain
various types of counseling or classes designed to address specific deficiencies (e.g., parenting
classes, money management classes, counseling for drug addction), and secure a stable home in
whichtoraise her threechildren. Not asingle one of these items had been accomplished by thetime
the petition to terminate Mother’s parental rights was filed on November 10, 1999. Eight months
later at the July 19, 2000, hearing on the petition, Mother still had not competed any of these
requirements. She had attended AA meetings for two weeks, but had not obtained drug addiction
counseling which alsowas required by the Plan. She wasin the processof taking GED classes, and
signed up for parenting classes, but certainly had completed neither. She had not obtained a stable
homefor the children to live and was stayingwith amale friend at the time of the hearing. Mother
repeatedly violated the conditions of her probation, wasin and out of jail on numerous occasions,
and failed two drug tests. She had been employed at her most recent job for only three weeks.

Based on Mother’s unwillingness to comply even remotely with the Plan, the
conditionsleading to theremoval of the children were as prevalent at the time of the hearing asthey
were when the children were origindly removed from the home. Given the fact that she no longer
had her own place to live and was staying temporarily with a male friend, they were even worse.
There is no evidence that these problemswould be remedied at an early date. Thereisno evidence
that attending AA meetingsfor two weeks provided any sort of likelihood that M other would remain
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drug free. This is even more apparent gven the fact tha she failed two drug tests while on
probation, with the most recent test occurring just seven days after being rd eased from jail and only
two months before the hearing on the petition to terminate her parental rights. There was a
reasonabl e probability that the children would be subject to the same neglect if returned to Mother.

We find no error in the Juvenile Court’s determination that the Department had
proven by clear and convincing evidence that Mother’s parental rights were subject to termination
in accordance with both T.C.A. 88 36-1-113(g)(2) and (9)(3).

InInre: Svanson, 2 S.W.3d 180, 188 (Tenn. 1999), our Supreme Court ruled that
thedefinition of “ abandonment” foundin the adoption statute was unconstitutional becauseit created
an irrebuttable presumption “that the failure to provide monetary support for the four months
preceding the petition to terminate parental rights constitutes abandonment, irrespective of whether
that failurewasintentional .. ..” The Court further held that the definition of “abandonment” under
prior law should be applied until the statute is amended by the legidature. Id.

This Court recently discussed the applicable standard to be applied in light of the
unconstitutionality of theterm “abandonment” inthe current statute. Specifically, this Court stated:

Abandonment, as it pertains to an adoption proceeding, is
defined in this state as any conduct on the part of the parent which
evinces a settled purpose toforego all parental duties and relinquish
all parental claimsto thechild. Evidence of an abandonment must be
clear and convincing. The evidence must clearly show a conscious
disregard or indifference to the parental obligations for a court to
forfeit the parental rights and obligations. To determine an
abandonment the court isnot to ook at the protestations of affections
and intentions expressad by the natural parents, but look at the past
course of conduct. [Footnote and citations omitted.]

In re Satterwhite, 2001 WL 387389, No. E2000-02107-COA-R3-CV (Tenn. Ct. App. April 17,
2001) (quoting Koivu v. Irwin, 721 S.W.2d 803, 807 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1986)). The SatterwhiteCourt
went on the explain that:

Beforethe passage of Tennessee's amended adoption statute,
“abandonment” was based upon seven factors.

Todeterminewhether the parent'sconduct had
evinced "asettled purposetoforegoall parental duties
and to relinquish al parental claimsto the child," the
courts developed several factors. (1) the parent's
ability to support the child; (2) the amount of support
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provided; (3) the extent and nature of the contact
between the parent and the child; (4) the frequency of
gifts; (5) whether the parent voluntarily relinquished
custody of the child; (6) the length of time the child
has been separated from the parent; and (7) the home
environment and conduct of the parent prior to
removal. See O'Danidl v. Messier, 905 SW.2d 182,
187 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1995).

Satterwhite, 2001 WL 387389 at *3-4 (citing Inre: Swanson, 2 S.W.3d at 184). It appearsfrom the
record that the Juvenile Court applied the statutory definition of abandonment that was held to be
unconstitutional in In re: Svanson, supra, and, therefore, we vacate that portion of the Juvenile
Court’sopinion. We need not remand this case to the Juvenile Court for a determination utilizing
the seven factorslisted above on whether M other abandoned her children because we have affirmed
the Juvenile Court’ sjudgment that other statutory groundsfor termination are met under T.C.A. 88
36-1-113(9)(2) and (9)(3).

Having affirmed the judgment that two of the three statutory groundsfor termination
of Mother’ s parental rightswere proven by clear and convincing evidencein thiscase, we now turn
to whether termination of Mother’s parental rights was in the children’s best interests. Applying
those statutory factorswhich arerelevant in this case, the Juvenile Court concluded that: (a) M other
had not made such an adjustment of circumstances, condud or conditionsastomakeit safeand in
the best interests of the children to return home (T.C.A.836-1-113(i)(1)); (b) Mother hadfailed to
effect alasting adjustment after reasonabl e efforts by the Department for a period of timeso that a
lasting adjustment did not appear reasonably possible (T.C.A.8 36-1-113(i)(2)); (c) Mother had
maintained regular visitation or other contact with the children (T.C.A.8 36-1-113(i)(3)); (d) a
meaningful relationship had been established between Mother and her children (T.C.A.8 36-1-
113(i)(4)); (e) achange of caretakersand physical environment would likely have anegative impact
ontheoldest child (T.C.A.836-1-113(i)(5)); (f) that the physical environment of M other’ shome (or
lack thereof) was not healthy and safe and there was use of alcohol or controlled substances that
would render Mother consistently unable to care for the children (T.C.A.8 36-1-113(i)(7)); and (g)
Mother had not paid any child support even after being ordered by theCourttodo so(T.C.A. 8 36-1-
113(i)(9)). We find no error in the Juvenile Court’s decision that the evidence was clear and
convincing that it was in the best interests of the three children for Mother’s parental rights to be
terminated.
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Conclusion

The Judgment of the Juvenile Court is affirmed. This case is remanded to the
Juvenile Court for further proceedi ngs as necessary, if any, consistent with this Opinion. Costson
appeal are taxed to M.A.D. and her surety, if any.

D. MICHAEL SWINEY

13-



